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Customizable Solutions  
for the Ophthalmic Industry
We support the ophthalmic industry by providing 
the solvents and chemicals needed to produce 
contact lenses and contact lens solutions. 
We also offer the ingredients required for eye 
care manufacturers to make eye drops, gels, 
ointments, and sprays.They deliver higher quality 
wine, easier processing, lower manufacturing 
costs, and increased profits.

New Product Launches in the USA3
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Eye Care

Contact Lens Manufacturing

The US eye care market has grown at a Compound 
Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 4.0% over the last 
five years. The industry expects a continued CAGR 
of 2.5% over the next five years, with growth from 
both the allergy and standard eye care categories.1 
While demand for allergy eye care varies depending 
on weather conditions; we can expect growth over 
time due to the rising incidence of seasonal allergies. 
Demographic factors such as population growth and an 
aging population should drive standard eye care growth. 
Lifestyle changes also contribute to growth – although 
digital device use was already increasing before 2020, 
COVID-19 has increased screen time even more, which 
leads to more digital eye strain.

Custom blends for eyecare solutions
Sales of contact lenses in the U.S. dropped in 2020,  
but an expected CAGR of 6.9% should lead to a  
recovery for 2021-2025.2 This growth should also help 
boost the sales of contact lens solutions in the future. 

Allergy Eye Care: Eye drops and ointments used to treat eye allergies, containing active ingredient such as sodium cromoglycate, for treatment of itchy, watery or 
inflamed eyes caused by seasonal allergies such as hay fever. Excludes all products related to contact lens use and care. Standard Eye Care: Artificial tears, eye 
ointments and eye washes used to lubricate the eye, relieve minor irritation caused by pollution, dust, tiredness. Include red eye products and substitute tears used  
to treat dry eye symptoms. Excludes all products related to contact lens use and care.

Quality Ingredients to Relieve Allergy Symptoms  
and Reduce Digital Eye Strain

In addition to offering the solvents and chemicals you 
need for contact lens manufacturing, we can develop 
custom blends in our labs and produce them for you in 
our plants. 

USA Eye Care Retail Market Size1
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A

Acetic Acid ● Eastman, Avantor, Celanese, Lyondell

Aminomethyl Propanol  —  AMP Ultra PC® ● ● ANGUS 

Ammonia Solution ● Avantor 

B

Benzalkonium Chloride ● ● Unilab

Benzethonium Chloride ● Unilab

Borate Buffers ● Avantor

Boric Acid ● ● ● Avantor, US Borax

Butylparaben ● Avantor

C

Caffeine ● Siegfried

Calcium Chloride ● ● American International, Avantor

Carbomer ● ● Corel Pharma

Castor Oil ● Alnor Oil

Caustic Soda ● Avantor

Cetyl Alcohol ● Peter Cremer

Cetylpyridinium Chloride ● Vertellus 

Citric Acid ● Cargill, Jungbunzlauer 

Creatinine ●

D

Dexamethasone ● ●

Dextran ● Avantor 

Dimethicone — Liveo™ 360 Medical Fluid ● DuPont 

E

Edetate Disodium  —  Versene™ NA ● ● ● Dow

Erythritol  —  Zerose® ● Cargill

Erythromycin ●
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G

Glycerin ● ● ● ● Avantor, P&G

Glycine ● Avantor 

H

Hydrocortisone Acetate

I

Isopropyl Alcohol ● ● Avantor, Exxon, Monument, Shell, Dow

L

Lanolin ●

Latanoprost ●

Lecithin  — Metarin™, Epikuron™ ● Cargill

M

Magnesium Chloride ● ● Avantor 

Menthol ● Nectar Life Sciences 

Methylcellulose  —  Methocel™ A ● DuPont Nutrition & Biosciences

Methylparaben ● ● Avantor 

Mineral Oil  —  Drakeol® ● ● Calumet™ Penreco®, Sonneborn

Monobasic Potassium Phophate ● Avantor 

N

Neomycin Sulfate ● ●

OPHTHALMIC INGREDIENTS 
PRODUCT GUIDE  |  CANADA



CON
TACT LEN

S 
M

AN
UFACTURIN

G

CON
TACT LEN

S 
SOLUTION

S

EYE DROPS

EYE GELS

EYE OIN
TM

EN
TS

EYE SPRAYSINGREDIENT SUPPLIER(S)

P

Peanut Oil ● Arista

Petrolatum ● Calumet™ Penreco®, Sonneborn

Pheniramine Maleate ●

Phenylephrine HCl ●

Poloxamer 188 ● Dow 

Poloxamer 407 ● ● ● Dow 

Polyethylene Glycol  — CARBOWAX™ SENTRY™ ● ● ● Dow, Indorama, Clariant 

Polysorbate 20 ● Oxiteno 

Polysorbate 80 ● Oxiteno 

Potassium Chloride ● ● ● Avantor 

Potassium Hydroxide ● Avantor 

Propylparaben ● • Avantor 

S

Simethicone Emulsion — Liveo™ Medical Antifoam C ● DuPont 

Sodium Acetate ● Avantor 

Sodium Bicarbonate ● Avantor 

Sodium Bisulfite ● Avantor

Sodium Borate ● ● ● Avantor 

Sodium Carbonate ● Jost

Sodium Chloride ● ● ● ● Avantor 

Sodium Citrate ● ● Cargill, Jungbunzlauer

Sodium Hydroxide ● ● Avantor, Chemtrade

Sodium Hypochlorite ● Avantor

Sodium Lactate ● Corbion Purac

Sodium Metabisulfite ● Avantor

Sodium Nitrate ● Avantor

Sodium Phosphates ● ● ● ● Avantor

Sodium Sulfate ● Avantor

Sodium Sulfite ● Avantor

Sodium Thiosulfate ● Avantor
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S (CONTINUED)

Sulfuric Acid ● Avantor

Surfactants ● ●

T

Tetracaine HCl ●

Tromethamine ● ● Avantor

X

Xanthan Gum ● ● Jungbunzlauer

Z

Zinc Chloride ● Avantor

Zinc Sulfate ● ChemOne



The information contained herein can be changed without notice and you should contact the manufacturer 
to confirm. Read and follow the Product Label & Safety Data Sheet (“SDS”) for your health. All information 
is based on data obtained from the manufacturer or other recognized technical sources. Univar Solutions 
Inc. and its affiliates (“Univar”) provides this information “as is” and makes no representation or warranty, 
express, or implied, concerning the accuracy or sufficiency of the information and disclaims all implied 
warranties. Univar is not liable for any damages resulting from the use or non-use of the information 
and each Univar affiliate is responsible for its own actions. All transactions involving this Product(s) are 
subject to Univar’s standard Terms and Conditions, available at univarsolutions.com or upon request. 
© 2021 Univar Solutions Inc. All rights reserved. Univar, the collaboration insignia, and other identified 
trademarks are the property of Univar Solutions Inc. or affiliated companies. All other trademarks not 
owned by Univar Solutions Inc. or affiliated companies that appear in this material are the property of their 
respective owners.  000013315 - 2021

Contact:
For more information  
call us on +1 855.888.8648 
or visit UnivarSolutions.com/Pharma-CA


